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ing from a serious' but un- f j efc,ed offer. He fold U.SI7- 

lOur Washington Bureau Chief pitied ailment. The Ameri- •} that .it was. too fate; 

t. ' ■ can doctor was recommended d . dial he would . rely, uponi 

t WASHINGTON — Behind b y Lee ' s <5' vn Physician. jhis own doctor, a. British 

- ■ tu- *■***•** . 

A SHORT while later, 'Lee';: 


i the Singapore prime minister’s The State Department coh- ji Clt| zen. 

'.bitter outburst against the.', (ac,ed the American doctor ; ~y A SHORT while later, Lee; 
United States 'is the story of' w ho was retired and who, as; , chose to exhume an. old ClAj 
.an emotionally distressed man - happened, was about to de^J blunder- in a long disjointed! 

who blames Washington . for' part for Europe His reaction "T : " \ ’ ' — •- ■— L' 

■Mure.,, help i>» d, s pc,.,el yj , ve one> ^ 

i*ss, £? 

Itclliience Agenc y plotld ncn-i a " d ,. ab J e to . handle M rs. Lee’s l«and the.. Chinese, and added:? 
v -t-. ..-SSffiy Plot to pen I particular condition. He rec- | “And they don’t understand 

j clrale Singapore s intelligence I omniendcd several. j the ‘ Vietnamese. That is whV- 

scrvice in an interview pub-! The' Slate Department re- j. v Nt Nam is in such a mess,” $ 
ltshcd Monday, angrily accus- jlaycd these names' to Lee,*! •Ironically, Lee had indicated! 
, j ng the s Upitcd States of a j whose response was 'hitter. He his support of the American '' 
crude bribery attempt to m-. . privately ..accused the depart- cfforl «» Viet Nam but be-! 
i lencc htm., ’ ment of lacking <iompassionl r °/ p, ! cssure8 on Mm! 

Lee s attack upon the United . and of being indifferent to his [ T Indoncsia and Red China, 1 

■ States, -which Jie accused of; ! wif e ' s plight. Only the origin- . “* CQnfincd expressions of] 

jj ally recommended doctor ?^ 0rt ; t0 priva,e ' conversa- 
a lack of “depth and judg- ,' would do, nons. } ( 

ment or wisdom that comes ’; Because .Eee is regarded 'as; .. ® in ce Singapore’s break with/ 
out of an accumulation of 1 a promising Asian leader with h 3 a f sia ’ fh4 41-year-old Lee.! 
knowledge of human beings,, some privately held sympathy . s ° mo ™o-i; 

and human situations over a(" f A or . U,S * P° ,ic >' M '.Southeast formants ’hcre^H*"^ <0 j"* ' 
long period of time," was'j As . ia ’ department officials morc vuI 

triggered by an Intensely per-J niadc anothcr , altem Pf K> per- to show himself tr,C< ^ 

sonal grievance, according' to | suade the retired doctor, who, ca ii v .. A . b e as yo-)j 
informants here. V/ ’ ! *« then hr Geneva, to take ‘f o” 1 ' P “ bliC ' 

, as Sukarno. A US. official' 

J T. , .1 


•l the case. It was hard sell inf A U - S - °t_.„... 

I A FEW weeks ago, Lee 1 the extreme, but the doctor t , Le6s renct ioh /this^i 
[asked U.S. authorities to help ; finally ag teed, . ' ’ were the best Afro-;] 

;him get an American medical - But when Lee was informal | ,A ?l Qn T faU , S u y in tl»e, business;’? 

££2Z2S2&l!&li ‘ «*<• *1.; 
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f BUI’ WASHINGTON con- 
[itinued to J&ok upon Lee as a 
| dynamic leader who would be 
L co-operative with the British, 
Las he confirmed in his inter- 
' view, and wouldnot carry his 
,j occasional blasts at the United 
! States too far.' ' 
j> '.Then the illness of his wife' 
i ! intervened/ and he turned to! 
j the United States 'for' the one 
specialist he was told could 
help her. ' ■' ’ ' 

Some sources here' , say Lee 


hleither the CIA nor many 
in the State Department, knew -j 
the letter had . been sent. It; I 
was at a. time when President 4 
Kennedy was trying to rein 'l 
in the free-wheeling actions of ^ 
the CIA, a periodic exercise J 
by. most Presidents. Mr. Ken- -2 
nedy, like his predecessor, Gen, 


Eisenhower, reaffirmed that,.’ 
the ambassador in each couth 
try was in charge of all op--' 
erations in that country, in- 
cluding the CIA. 

It is freely admitted here 


'i;.' 


felt Washington was -treating! ™ at Lee has the goods on the 
him somewhat cavalierly in! ®Bempt to subvert a Singapore 


saying that the doctor was; re- j 
tired, unwilling and unable to 
.take the case, ?ind that there 
were other doctors equally 
capable of treating her. 

, When the United States in- 
quired • more fully into Mrs. 
LeC’s 1 condition, they found it 
to be more sophisticated than, 
they imagined and realized 
that perhaps Lee's- own doctor 
had good C.ause to recommend 
the American specialist. It was 
' then, that they moved to 'per- 
Mrs 


special branch officer, includ- ' 
ing bona fide tapes of the!; 
conversations. But there is con- ; 
siderahle bafflement over the ! 
prime minister’s charge that;': 
a bribe of $3,000,000' wasp 
offered him to hush .Up the \ 
case. No evidence of- the. bribe 
offer is available here. , -;<i 

CURIOUSLY, last. May; ' 
Lee told about the CIA case 
to a group of American bus 


jpsuade the. doctor to see 
[.Lee.- /If? ■ ■ • ... 


I incssmen touring Asia under 
1 the auspices, of Time-Life Inc,;. 
jSo little was thought of it at 
j that time, the disclosure went 
i' EMBARRASSMENT over j unroported. As one ' .'source-! 
the CIA goof was compounded j n0 ^ c ^ r “It’s P ; >rt of the CIA’s ] 
here by the belated disclosure ii mandate to do what they tried 1 
that Sec. of State Rusl;, shortly 1 t0 do Singapore. They -just. 

n Ann i •’ ■tA/'l' I ont 11 • I i 


Lafter^teking^. office 1 1961 s ,] 

p wrote Lee that the United 
| States regretted any “improper 


got caught there.’ . 

■What, the State Department { 
can now do to placate the-! 
emotionally' wjtat 1+ce, whose) 


paction” by. .an'.: American : in. ;>*fc ^continues desperately ill,/ 
LSingaporo. jus -causing a, king-sized .'head* i 

“* .a.-.— pche. £ : \ 

tL :UA;i a- t-X 11 .. . ^ 


, , /.v 
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